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CHINA IN ANGOLA

• Credit lines for oil (aprox. USD 15 billion)

– Reconstruction business

• Business
– Construction, imports

• Mining, agriculture, forestry, speical zones

• Constant migration: 1-300 000? 

– Few settlers

• Culture & media? 
– No Confucious Institute, ZTE largest actor











MEDIA IN ANGOLA

• TV (nation-wide coverage)
– TPA1 & TPA2 (Public)

– TV Zimbo (Private)

• Radio
– Radio Nacional de Angola

– Radio Ecclesia, Despertar! + 3-4

Official & govn’t

story & info 

• Newspapers
– 1 daily: Jornal de Angola

– 8-12 weekly

Popular
interpretations & 

sentiment

Journalist on China





FINDINGS
Analysing 2012



Positive framing (29%)

• China, that supports the national 
reconstruction process of Angola with 
credit lines, also has agreements in the 
areas of technology, health and 
agriculture. 

– (Jornal de Angola, Jan 11, 2012)



Table 3: Positive associations Cases Per cent 

   
In China and globally:   
Chinese economic development, global power & international relations 54 14 % 
Cooperation on economy and politics China-other countries 35 9 % 
Arts & literature: China's emerging  market, openness 10 3 % 
Chinese society, fashion, environment, heritage 6 2 % 
Economic and political openness in China 5 1 % 
Public health & education in China 5 1 % 

Subtotal 115 30 % 

   
China-Angola cooperation on:   
... Unspecified; cooperation, bilateral trade, oil & diplomatic statements 88 23 % 
… donations, financing, credit lines (by China) 39 10 % 
… training of Angolans 30 8 % 
… culture and arts 11 3 % 
… security and public order 9 2 % 
… the judiciary 7 2 % 
... fighting corruption 2 1 % 
… parliamentary affairs 2 1 % 

   
Chinese involvement in Angolan:   
… infrastructure construction 62 16 % 
… agriculture 15 4 % 
… diamonds, mining 2 1 % 
… railway operation 1 0 % 

Angola specific subtotal 268 70 % 

Total  383 100 % 

 



Neutral framing (63%)

• The OECD countries will consume less 
petroleum than last year, while the 
consumption of the big emerging 
countries, with China and India up front, 
will grow, said the organisation. 

– (Jornal de Angola, Jan 18, 2012)



Table 4: Neutral framing of China Cases Per cent 
   

In China and globally   

Chinese economy & global significance 383 50 % 
… Chinese economic statistics 39 5 % 
International relations & diplomacy 129 17 % 
About China (dedicated articles) 21 3 % 
Cultural production in China 20 3 % 
China in history & theory 18 2 % 
Public health issues 6 1 % 
Environment 6 1 % 
Fiction, literature references 6 1 % 
China in space 1 0 % 

Subtotal 629 82 % 
Angola specific:   

Angola-China economic interaction 104 14 % 
Angolans in China 14 2 % 
Angola-China relations, political & diplomatic 14 2 % 
Angolan natural resources 4 1 % 
Sports, Angola-China 1 0 % 

Subtotal 137 18 % 
Total  766 100 % 

 



Negative framing (8%)

• The [Angolan] oil business is a state secret, the 
diamond business idem, the loans and credits they 
get from international financial institutions such as 
the World Bank, the IMF, from China, from Russia, 
etc., are all state secrets … it is all business belonging 
to JES’ family, secrets of the JES [President dos José 
Eduardo dos Santos] family. 

– (Folha 8, Nov 3, 2012)



Table 5: Negative associations of China Cases Per cent 
   

In China and globally   

Problems in China 36 48 % 
Authoritarianism and censorship 6 8 % 
Poor quality products  3 4 % 
Corruption in China and global 2 3 % 

Subtotal 47 63 % 
Angola specific:   

Propping up MPLA & dos Santos politically 8 11 % 
Angola dominated by China 6 8 % 
Poor quality products in Angola specifically 5 7 % 
Immigration (illegitimate) to Angola 5 7 % 
Corruption and China in Angola 2 3 % 
Angolans in China 2 3 % 

Subtotal 28 37 % 
Total  75 100 % 

 



Media relations to government

• Official government
newspapers: 

– Most positive

– least negative

• Critical/opposition
newspapers: 

– More negative

– Least positive

Relations to MPLA/ dos Santos affects
portrayal of China



China as it appears to through Angolan media

• China manifested as a world power

• A very commercial relationship

– Little reporting on Chinese culture and society

• Most reporting is positive or neutral 
– critical analysis is absent

• Chinese business in Angola is OBSCURE/incomprehensible

• A relationship for the political/economic ELITE

• Chinese people don’t speak directly to Angolans



Any trace of Chinese soft power?

• Political system?

• Culture? 

• Developmentalism
– Strong association with Angola’s reconstruction, development

– A major under-utilised resource, to be developed !

• Conundrum: 
– Winning hearts and minds with obscurity and elite communication?

– In Angola non-intervention policy stands in the way





Any trace of China’s soft power in Angola?

• We should bring Chinese culture to the world, 
develop cultural soft power compatible with China’s
international standing, and increase the influence of
Chinese culture in the world. 

– President Hu Jintao, 2011



Any trace of China’s soft power in Angola?

• China should actively engage inpublic diplomacy in 
order to comprehensively develop its soft power and 
further boost its international appeal and influence… 
This is both a pressing task and a long-term strategy. 

– Foregin minister, Yang Jiechi, 2011



Any trace of China’s soft power in Angola?

• China’s political system is not attractive and they
have no attractiveness as a model. China has little
soft power. 

– Lee Kuan Yew, 2011



References in 4 Angolan weeklies, 2012-13

Country Word references

Portugal 2609

Brazil 2538

China 2052
USA 1627

South Africa 1466

DR Congo 928

Zambia 549

Namibia 338

Norway 112

Denmark 102




